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ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY 

 
 
1.  Purpose of Report 
 
1.1  To seek the support of the Breckland Partnership Board for an Environmental 

Sustainability project 
 
2.  Recommendations 
 
2.1  It is recommended that the Breckland Partnership Board: - 
 

a) Endorse the Environmental Sustainability project  
b) Establish an Environmental Sustainability Project Board 

 
3.  Background 
 
3.1  At the Breckland Partnership Away Day, held in Thetford on 25 April, it was agreed 

that a report would be produced regarding an Environmental Sustainability project and 
brought to the Partnership Board for approval. 

 
3.2  This report, therefore, seeks the Partnership Board’s support for an Environmental 

Sustainability project and recommends that a Project Board is established, with 
membership from Partnership agencies, to steer the project. 

 
3.3  A full project plan and budget for this project will be developed by the Project Board 

and brought to the Partnership Board for approval in October. 
 
4.  Environmental Sustainability  

 
4.1 Breckland has a high quality environment.  It takes its name from ‘The Brecks’, which 

is a nationally unique landscape and habitat of sandy heath, forest and arable 
farmland found in the west and south of the District.  

 
4.2 Breckland contains 21% of all Sites of Special Scientific Interest found in the East of 

England. Elsewhere the character of Breckland is clay farmland, punctuated with 
woodland, occasional river valleys and dispersed settlement. The historic character 
of Breckland's settlement is recognised by 50 separate Conservation Areas and over 
1500 Listed Buildings.  

 
4.3 The aims of the project will be to maintain and enhance this environment and 

biodiversity.  In addition and in line with Local Area Agreement targets the project will: 
 

• Mitigate and adapt to the impacts of climate change in the district 

• Increase recycling and reduce the amount of waste that needs to be land filled 
 
4.4  For the project to be truly successful, it is essential that the project involves a range 

of partners and communities from across the district. It is only through acting together 
in this way that we can hope to make a sustainable difference. 

 



4.5  By working in partnership the project will: 
 

a) Promote community and partner involvement 
b) Create links between the community, business and public sector groups 
c) Offer advice on improving the environment 
d) Raise standards and promote best practice 
e) Provide a quality service 
f) Continually monitor and evaluate our services to improve efficiency 

 
4.6  The following is a list of some of the projects that might be considered under the 

project, however, it is not meant to be an exhaustive or prescriptive list: 
 

a) Promote community use/reuse and recycling projects 
b) Home and community composting schemes 
c) School and community allotments 
d) Grants for sustainable energy projects at home and in community 
e) Toolkit for Town/Parish Councils and community groups on local action to 

address fuel poverty, promote renewable energy and recycling 
f) Grow local / buy local schemes 
g) Home/business/community energy checking scheme 

 
4.7  A number of early projects have already been indentified which could be delivered, 

these include: 
 

a) Tomorrow’s climate: Today’s challenge – a Partnership campaign to 
raise awareness about Climate Change.  Climate Change is one of the 
biggest challenges we face. The first step towards tackling the problem is 
to help residents understand the challenges that face us and the 
difference these could make to our lives.   

b) Improving the ‘neighbourhood’ environment - The quality of the 
‘neighbourhood’ continues to have a big impact on people’s satisfaction 
with living in the District.  Under the Pride campaign a number of projects 
are being planned that aim to improve local environments and will have 
crossover benefits for the Environmental Sustainability project. 

 
5.  Project Board 
 
5.1  A number of partners have already expressed a wish to become involved in the 

project, which will build on work already undertaken by a range of agencies.  
 
5.2  It is recommended that a Project Board is established with membership as follows: 
 

• Breckland Council 

• Norfolk Rural Community Council 

• Norfolk County Council 

• Natural England 

• The Forestry Commission 

• Town/Parish Councils 

• Voluntary / Community Sector representation 
 
6. Project Timetable 
 
6.1 An indicative project timetable is provided below: - 
 



Breckland Partnership endorsement secured  July 2008 
First Project Board meeting held    August 2008 
Service Plan produced     August/September 2008 
Service Plan sign-off     October 2008 
Delivery on ‘new’ projects commenced   October 2008 
6 month performance review     March 2008 

 
7.  Conclusion 
 
7.1  The Environmental Sustainability project will underpin many of the Breckland 

Partnership’s strategic priorities. To be successful, the  project will need to involve 
local communities and a full range of partners. 


